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THERE IS NO 'MIDDLE GROUND! 
James A. Crain 


Some time ago Dr. Frederick D. Kershner invited me to participate, along with 
r.Harold Fey and Mr. Homer Chaillaux, a national officer of the American Legion, 
hadiscussion of the war question at the Mid-Summer Institute of the Butler 
Ollege of Religion. Mr. Fey was to take the pacifist position, Mr. Chaillaux 
as to affirm that the Christian should bear arms whenever his government calls 
pon him to do so,and I was to affirm that circumstances governing specific sit- 
ations should determine whether or not the Christian should fight. I have now 
Sked Dr. Kershner to release me from my promise to participate in this discus- 
ion, not because there is any disagreement between us, but because I have come 
o the conclusion that there is no defendable middle ground between th pacifist 
nd the militarist. Dr. Kershner has very graciously asked me to continue on the 
rogram, assuring me ofa free platform for anything I have to say on the subject 
Tether I shall do so or not has not yet been determined, but at any rate I have 
sked to be released from any obligation to defend the 'middle ground’ position. 


I have long been a pacifist. During recent months some old problems have been 
‘exing pacifists everywhere and not a few of them have modified their positions. 
len are asking, Must brutal force be permitted to crush out every good and beau- 
Aful thing in our world? Shall we sit still while Manchuria is invaded, Ethio- 
nia is over run, democracy is destroyed in Spain, an emerging civilization is 
stamped out in China and Czechoslovakia is dismembered by dictators who glorify 
ar and frankly rely upon brute force to gain their ends? May it not be that 
here isa legitimate function of force to hold violence in oheck until moral i- 
leas can take hold? Can a ‘counsel of perfection'be literally applied in an in- 
nserfect world? Is not an ‘interim ethic' justified to meet practical situations? 


As I have sought the answer to these questions I have come to the conclusion 
shat for the Christian there is no middle ground between pacifism and militarism. 
he militarist can make a good case for the use of force. The pacifist can make 

good case for refusal to use force. But to repudiate force as an instrument of 
policy on the one hand, and on the other to say that one may have to resort to 
it in extremities involves a species of intellectual inconsistency that is un- 
onvincing. If war is unchristian, if it is a violation of the principle of the 
»rotherhood of man, if it violates the sanctity of human personality, then the 
sonclusion is inescapable that war violates the basic principles of Christianity. 
[If it violates the basic principles of Christianity, then Christians cannot par- 
ticipate in it, even to gain ends that seem to them desirable. 


Admittedly there are problems that this dictum does not solve. The issue is 
not always between war and peace. It is sometimes between war and the destruc- 
tion of values for which men have given their lives and which seem infinitely 
precious to us. It is not always a question of whether one will go to prison or 
face a firing squad rather than shouldera gun. It may be a question whether oS 
will fight or see the innocent and defenseless ruthlessly beaten down. What would 
one do if his own home were invaded or were he @ Christian Chinese in the face 


(continued on page four) 


IS HITLER'S SUN BEGINNING TO GO DOWN? 


ean news service which has hundreds of agents 


scattered over the Continent, including a number in Germany, Der as mee 

Mar. 2) that "...we are now witnessing the opening See ae eee co se ~~ 
ill be lengthy and severe 

Nazi ime in Germany. The consequent crisis w 

ae eos Sie mean es ...the Nazis are now beginning their death struggles 

The dragon will die hard, breathing very foul propaganda, lashing out its tad 


and striking with its claws." 


An unusually well informed Europ 


This judgment, which was reiterated a week later, when it had been on 
by some subscribers, is based upon reports of the seriousness of the economic s 
uation inside Germany, the growing underground opposition to Nazi rule among the 
German people, the revelation of Hitler's imperialistic ambitions as shown by his 
inclusion of non-Geruanic peoples within the Reich, and above all, recognition by 
Britain and France that their policy of appeasement only whets the appetite of 


iphle waucvat Ors. 


Reports emanating from Germany indicate that the economic situation is con- 
stantly growing more acute in spite of the conquest of Austria, Sudetenland,Czech- 
oslovakia and Memel. The gold seized in Vienna and Prague has practically all beém 
spent in rearmament and Now the Reich is denied the foreign credits that exports 
to these lands used to provide. The application by the U.S. to exports coming from 
these countries of the same countervailing tariffs imposed on exports from Germany 
because of Nazi subsidies to foreign trade have adversely affected the economic 
situation. It is now clear that Chamberlain and Daladier, when they made the sur- 
render at Munich, whatever other motives may have influenced their actions, hoped 
thereby to gain time to further tighten the economic noose around the German neck 
and hasten a possible internal collapse. This helps to explain the frantic run- 
ning to and fro of diplomatic and trade commissions, assiduously courting small 
nations which were formerly scarcely noticed. Brinkman, who followed Schacht as 
head of the Reichsbank, is out with a mental collapse, following an unusual speech 
in which he painted a gloomy picture of the German economic situation and declared 
that everybody is fleeing responsibility, that nobody can answer questions and no- 
body is responsible for anything. Since all decisions ultimately rest with the 
Fuehrer, this was not far from treason. It is an interesting side light upon in- 
ternal conditions in Germany that a French financial and economic agency was able 
to get hold of a copy of this speech. Other reports from within Germany indicate 
that iron fences and ornaments from buildings are being torn down and converted 
into metal for armaments. Listening to short-wave broadcasts from outside Ger- 
many, which are strictly forbidden by the Nazis, has become so common that 'block 
guards' who are appointed to report violations on the part of their neighbors have 
in some instances, become afraid to make reports for fear that they ‘will be pun- 
ished for permitting the practice to develop to its present proportions. 


The economic phases of the war have already begun. The question is whether or 
not Germany and Italy will crack under the strain before they can find a conven- 
ient pretext for resorting to military force. Whatever denials Chamberlain may 
make about it, the fact is that Germany is being encircled, not only with military 
alliances but with trade restrictions that will slowly but surely strangle her 
Hitler has said, "Germany must exportor die.” Britain & France are making it dailg@ 
more difficult to export or to get from abroad the raw materials that she must have 
if she is to continue her industrial life. On her own part Germany is using the 
most violent methods to counteract these moves. The gondquest of Austria, Sudes 


enters its military phases. 


te ee se aeaie: is to precede or follow war will be determined by nego- 
MT rrathonicsan te As these lines are being written Moscow reports that 
means a Bienes Ten ae ae eas Sai been displaced by Molotoff.If this 
Polish bloc may have to do et Policy,aswell it may, then the British-French - 


hout Russia. That means that Rumania and Poland 
Continued on page four) 


preparation for the time when the conflict 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


On March 10, 1939 Gerard Swope, pres- 
dent of General Electric Co., reported 
pata on wages, employment, and profit- 
‘-haring in his company which shows the 
rice that workers pay for depression 
‘ven in such an important and liberal 
nterprise. Total wages decreased from 
145,358,000 in 1937 to $101,511,000 in 
938, or 430.1 per cent. Average annual 
‘arnings decreased from $1933 to $1,694 
™ 12.5 per cent. The average number 
f employees decreased from 75,212 to 
9,917, or 20.3 per cent. Earnings a- 
‘ailable for profit- sharing among em- 
sloyees decreased from $5,761,000 to $556, 
sOO, or 90.3 percent. To provide 
.8 many as possible with income shorter 
vorking schedules were introduced, work 
"a8 spread to provide as many jobs as 
ossible, and expenses were reduced as 
-he volume of business decreased. 

(Information Bulletin) 
HH 

"We wish to hear no more about bro- 
-herhood because relationships be- 
ween states are relations of force and 
hese relations of force are the deter- 
ining elements of their policy. We 
ust arm. The watchword is this: More 
annon, more ships, more airplanes, at 
hatever cost, with whatever means, even 
‘f it should mean wiping out all that 
scalled civillife. When one is strong 
nme is dear to one's friends and feared 
my one's enemies. 
simes one shout has come down on the 
waves of the centuries and the series 
>f generations: 'Woe to the weak!'" 

(Mussolini, speech March 2, 1939) 

KEKE 

Mrs. Mary Southern, mother of ten 
shildren and making her living as a do- 
mestic servant, was awarded the Geo. W. 
Jable medal as the "outstanding Negro 
woman of Indianapolis" recently. Mrs. 
Southern was instrumental in bringing 
about the enlargement of Crispus Attucks 
High School for Negroes, which has long 
been overcrowded. 

HH 

On April 7 the Treasury reported to 
Congress the names of nearly 50,000 per- 
sons receiving salaries and bonus total- 
ing $15,000 or more. The list showed 
63 salaries greater than $200,000, of 
which 40 were received by motion pic- 
ture people. The largest income report- 
ed was that of Louis B. Mayer of Loew's 
Inc., $1,161,753 plus $134,750 for ser- 
vices as vice-president of Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Corp. Greta Garbo received 
$472,000, Major Bowes $427,000. 


Since prehistoric — 


COOPERATIVE FARMS PROJECT GROWS 


In March 193 6 Sherwood Eddy and a 
group of associates launched: Delta Co- 
operative Farm at. Rochdale, Mississippi 
to take care of Negro and white share- 
cropper families which had been evicted 
from their homes because of labor trou- 
bles in eastern Arkansas. The third an- 
nual report, issued March 20, 1939 shows 
that while many obstacles remain to be 
overcome, substantial progress has been 
made. Purchasing some 2,150 acres.iof 
Mississippi delta land the»thirty fam- 
ilies selected were put to.the task of 
building homes for themselves. The 
brush-covered ridge at Rochdale on which 
the first families camped on arrival ‘is 
now the site of a community of 24 fam- 
ilies living in ceiled, screened, painted 
houses, with sanitary toilets, protected 
wells, electric lights,a store, commun- 
ity building, playground, talking. motion 
picture equipment, library, and medical 
clinic. A year ago a second farm was 
purchased at Providence and a number of 
families established homes‘*on it’. “The 
name of the project has been changed to 
Cooperative Farms, Inc. a 


While the first year's operation of: 
the Rochdale farm was profitable, the 
two succeeding years have been. diffi- 
cult because of the low price of cotton. 
The Providence farm has faced difficulty 
this year,due to loss of two-thirds: ‘of 
the cotton crop by floods and boll wee- 
vil. However strenuous efforts are be- 
ing made to relieve the proj@et 2from 
complete dependence upon cotton and ‘to 
establish dairying, cattle and hog rais- 
ing, and diversified farming’ as «an -eco- 
nomic base for the enterprise. The mem- 
bers have put up thousands:of cans ‘of 
berries, fruits, and vegetables in the 
cannery operated on the farms and. a be- 
ginning has been made in the ‘manufacture 
of syrup from sugar caneiwhich grows 
luxuriantly in the Delta. &A small therd 
of dairy cattle has been aq@uired anda 
contract has been made with -a’ neighbor- 
ing pasteurizing plant to ‘supply milk 
and. cream for the next two years... Pians 
are under way for acquiring the plant 
as a part of the farms' equipment. ~ The 
cooperative store at Rochdale paid 10 
percent patronage dividend for the last 
six months of 1938, plus a Christmas bo- 
nus tofamilies on the Providence ferm, 
whose cooperative store has not yet be- 
gun to pay dividends. At the annual 
meeting the directors voted to seek $15, 
000 for capital account and» expansion 
of the project. 


IS HITLER'S SUN BEGINNING TO GO DOWN? (continued from page Eda a 
will have to surrender to Nazi demands. If, on the ae eee = aa 
thing less an a fu 

was due to his unwillingness to accept any Fi § 
Russia has decided to accept e role 

with Britain and France, it may mean that a 

In that case Germany finds her eas 

that the Entente statesmen have offered her. ; 
ward path blocked by Rumania, Russia, and Poland. The desperation with which Hit 
ler is moving is indicated by the vi 
SS such = Hungry. Nations which make trade agreements with the Reich must 
ope alae German orbit. They must consign to Germany the bulk of their ore a 
foodstuffs and raw materials. In short, they must get ready for absorption inte 
the Nazi system the minute war makes their products indispensable to Germany vic- 


tory or available to Germany's enemies. 


‘ 
If the British-French-Polish-Russian-Rumanian entente materializes, Hitley@ 


must choose between attack or collapse. Attack may come through Danzig or in 


North Africa.: Mussolini, who must always remember that there is a king in Italy 


who holds the loyalty of the army, is quiet. But the visit of the German and 
Italian chiefs of staff to Libya and reports of concentration of German offi- 
cers, soldiers, planes, and guns in northern Italy is ominous. In short, the 
peace of the world turns on the instincts, intuitions and intentions of one man 
who is pressed by forces which he is ill prepared to control. 


THERE IS NO 'MIDDLE GROUND' (continued from page one) 


olence of his demands even upon friendly na-— 


[ = eee 


a oe st 


of Japanese raping and burning in Nanking? Do Christians have any responsibility — 
for bringing about some form of international social organization? Can a world 


society function without some form of coercion of those who will not conform to 
the social will? These are questions which pacifists have to answer. 


The answer, however, is not to seek a middle ground between pacifism and mil- 
itarism. It is rather a re-affirmation of pacifism and a determination to do one's 
best to achieve that ideal under un-ideal conditions. Jesus said, "Be ye there- 
fore perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect." None of us expect to achieve 
perfection, but who would be willing to defend less than that? Humanity has now 
yet risen to the moral level of the Ten Commandments, but no one would care tG@ 
attempt ah acceptable compromise between the Seventh Commandment and the prevail- 
ing standards of human conduct. We know the Commandment will be frequently vio- 
lated, but we do not consider that valid ground for adopting a lesser standard. 
We are familiar with that argument that since people will drink intoxicants, gam- 
ble, and do other anti-social things we had just as well legalize these practices 
and get revenue from them. We recognize the specious logic and inherent immor- 
ality in such arguments when brought down to the level of personal actions. Jesus 
faced just such a situation with reference to divorce. The Pharisees, to test 
him, asked, "Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?" He asked, "What did 
Moses command you?” They replied, "Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement 
and put her away." Jesus declared, "For the hardness of your heart he wrote you 
this precept. But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and fe- 
Moaaio cole recognized the existence ot an Ge teed) cena kts tana 

n-ideal condition and made provision 


to meet it. Jesus too recognized the existence of this situation. There is no 


reason to suppose that he thought it would soon : 

anything less than the ideal Fe: his standard howe os fen cents ne 
TEC, aye Christians 
as a desirable thing. 
between two evils, 


sometimes seek divorce,but they would scarcely defend it 
At best they regard it as a regrettable but necessary choice 
a tragic deviation from the ideal of marriage. 


DOmeereaee |) Can see, therefore, 
the ideal which is involved in the 
therefore brothers, that human perso 
termination to do one's best to achi 
that ideal in all circumstances of life 
using all of one's powers to build up 
peaceful processes and recognizing that 
any resort to force is a tragic devia- 
ei1on from the ideal. 


eve 


“ 


do bee ee td ti Be 8 i ee 


however far men might fail toy 


the only ground which a Christian can take is. 
conviction that all men are sons of God and 
nality is inviolable, with an unalterable de- 


